Antiplatelet and anticoagulant therapy.
Antiplatelet therapy is clearly indicated for long-term secondary prevention after transient ischemic attack and ischemic stroke. In stroke-free patients with atrial fibrillation, oral anticoagulants reduce the risk of stroke, and antiplatelet agents may be a lower risk alternative. For the early treatment of the acute phase of ischemic stroke, the role of antiplatelet and anticoagulant therapy is unclear, but is being evaluated in large clinical trials.